‘Mount Isa land hope

City builders struggle to keep up with booming demand

By DANIEL BATEMAN

MOUNT Isa City Council claims
its housing worries could soon be
over if a State Government land
study can help free up 200 parcels
of land.

The Department of Natural Re-
sources and Mines is reviewing the
use of up to 20,000 parcels of
unallocated state land across
Queensland to hunt down places
suitable for new housing, commer-
cial, industrial and environmental
purposes.

The study will look at about
1.3 million hectares of vacant land,

giving priority to large land par-
cels close to urban centres.

In Mount Isa, the study is look-
ing at 200 parcels of unallocated
state land in about 138 reserves
spread out across the city area.

The land is being examined for
housing, industry, sports and rec-
reation use in response to the
shortage of suitable space for new
residential land due to the mineral
resource boom.

Mount Isa City Council Acting
Mayor Les Bunn said if the study
found the land suitable for resi-
dential use, it could solve the city’s
housing problems.

“We obviously need to get our

staff to look at what land is coming
available, but having done that,
I'm really sure it would alleviate
the housing problem,” Cr Bunn
said.

“Like any other area in Queens-
land, we are affected by the re-
sources boom.”

About four years ago the council
green-lighted the Healy Heights
Estate development in response to
citywide residential shortages.

Of the 180 blocks included in the
new subdivision, 100 have already
been sold.

Cr Bunn said a similar develop-
ment could do wonders for the
city.

“If more land is available, it
would contribute to solving the
housing shortage,” he said.

Mount Isa MP Betty Kiernan
said the department would work
now to try and free up the land as
quickly as possible.

“The purpose of the study was
firstly to identify unallocated state
land and reserves in Mount Isa
city,” Ms Kiernan said.

“Now that we’'ve identified them,
the State Government can work
with council and obviously we
work towards freeing up these
parcels.”

She said another housing estate
similar to Healy Heights would

lure more developers to the city to
cash in on the resources boom.

“Qur biggest obstacle herein the
west, and pretty much every-
where, is getting more builders
and tradesmen in,” Ms Kiernan
said.

“We've got excellent builders
here in Mount Isa and they’'ve ob-
viously got more work than they
can handle, particularly if we're
looking at any substantial housing
estates.

“] would be hoping we can at-
tract more developers to the city.

“Let’s put it this way: if they can
build it, we can put people in there
tomorrow.”
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A man suffered leg
injuries after his
motorbike hit a tree on
a property off Orient
Rd at Blackrock, south
of Ingham.

Campers guided
emergency crews to the
injured man after the
crash happened about
12.55pm.

A Queensland
Ambulance spokesman
said the man, 27, was
taken to Ingham
Hospital.

Just 30 minutes later,
aman was injured after
he came off his
motorbike at the Bohle.

The 19-year-old
suffered leg and
shoulder injuries after
the crash happened on
vacant land off Abattoir
Rdabout 1.25pm. He
was taken to Townsville
Hospitalin a stable
condition.
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